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Built Environment
History, Industry & Development

This theme focuses on how the natural resources such
as the river and ford, as well as Brentford's
geographical position, shaped the early history of
Brentford and led towards its heavy industrialisation
with canals, trains lines and motorways. It also
explores the later decline of this industrialisation
which is still felt in Brentford and the way the relics
from these earlier periods are now a strong part of

its identity. The words 'historic” and 'friendly’ were
the two most frequently used adjectives to describe
Brentford and yet there is a strong feeling that the
historical remnants are not being sensitively handled.
The issue of development and interventions in the
built environment are hot and divisive topic that
seems to be offering a massive potential to introduce
a new town centre and to overcome the strong sense
of neglection, isolation and dereliction but it is also

the source of fears about how the new will obliterate
the old and destroy the local identity. Talking

to local people there seemed to be a sense of
pessimism about how much power they had to
shape these decisions and a feeling that these
changes were happening without their involvement.
Most people welcome development but there
appears to be no choice over what sort of
development they will get. The demand for a local
developer of Brentford that lives and works in
Brentford was a frequent one. The ‘Brentford
Towers' emerged as the main local landmark being
drawn and painted and described by many people.
The feelings about them were mixed with some
describing them as a big mistake and the source

of social problems, while for others the towers are
home and a source of pride and identity.
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The entrance to the hidden park

We can't play there because of syringes
and because of dogs that are not on a leash

Artist: Christian Nold with Designer: Daniela Borasch

Both this poster and

WHAT IS THIS

This poster is an extract and taster of the full
10 meter long Brentford Biopsy banner.
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Community, Class & Fictions

This theme focuses on the human ‘resources’ of
Brentford and the ways that local community is being
conceptualised in Brentford. Overall along with
‘historic’, 'friendly” was the most frequently used word
to describe Brentford. This impression of a 'homely’,
local community is backed up by anecdotes about
people who have moved house a number of times but
often just a few roads away. The issue of diversity and
integration is a complex one with some very split
opinions. The new developments that have already
occurred appear to be having complex affects on the
makeup of the local community. Issues such as gated
communities and the building of small flats for
investment rather than living are contentious topics.
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There is a perception of a new and wealthy group
of people moving in who are London commuters
and who are not involved with the local community.
These people are also seen to be single people
without children who are depriving the local
community of its connections. In fact the lack of
provision for young people emerged very strongly
from the collected material. The issue of inequality
and class tensions appeared strong from the
material with people living in clearly segregated
geographical areas with little social integration.
These tensions and lack of integration seem to

be strongly related to the lack of public space

in Brentford.
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Social Space

OPEN DATA

Copyright - Christian Nold, 2008 A full quality digital version of this map is available
for download from the project website:

The Brentford Biopsy map has been released under www.publicbiopsy.net

a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-
Share alike 3.0 License.
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This map uses data from the Open Street Map
project under a Creative Commons License.
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Sensory City: Roads vs. Public Space

This theme focuses on how the built environment and
people are affecting each other. In particular it starts
from people’s sensory experience of Brentford to see
how they are shaping feelings and ideas of the social
space around us. One of the clear issues is the town
centre which during the Sensory Mapping activity was
described as: "Guessing shops but feels somehow
dead and boring. Rubbish is rolling around with the
wind. Traffic in the background. Nothing much going
on but feels like there should be."

As we saw earlier, roads were fundamental to
Brentford's development but have today led to a linear
strip of town centre where few people walk and cars
rush by causing pollution. This lack of public space
where people can hang out and meet each other is
clearly related to the sense of isolation and
soullessness and marginlisation of young people.

\\\\\\

;:2\5\\}\8\\ ! castle mural with the Brentford shield

" Worst ever playground in the world as far

as | am concerned, a playground in a cage.
Young people will say: So what should | do
here now? It’s depressing

Mission Hall - 17 year old boy was doinga /%
mural there every day and did a fantastic

On the other hand we have a large number of very
positive adjectives for the river area in Brentford
being described as 'beautiful’, ‘green’, 'watery" and
‘photogenic’. This disconnection between the High
Street and the river emerges very strongly and

a number of possible solutions were proposed.

A clear example of how our sensory perception are
involved in politics is the issue of the old canal
boats. For some people the sight, sounds and smells
of these old boats evoke nervousness and disgust
while for others they are beautiful, historic and the
centre of their community. By being honest about
our sensory perceptions, can we find a better basis
for discussing these kind of contentious issues in
Public Space?
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Mrs. Trimmer’s Sunday School,

supposedly the first ever Sunday School —

This used to be all gas works and really smelt bad

Built Environment + People + Social Space =?

There is a sense that Brentford is a place which will
change dramatically in the next few years.

The directions of these changes are yet to be decided.
A developer is in the process of drawing up a new
masterplan for Brentford which will be going to public
consultation in the near future. What type of future
can we envisage? One of the dangers is always the
spectre of ‘realism’ that breaks all imagination and
delivers the cheapest and most banal solutions.

We asked people to 'Draw or describe what Brentford
might look like in the future?’ and "You have unlimited
amount of money power and freedom to change
Brentford. Draw what you would do to this place?".
The majority of the drawings suggested pragmatic
spatial interventions such as severing the High Street
and pedestrianising it.
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A very popular proposal was to increase the amount
of green planting as well as alternative energy
generation to create a self-sufficient Brentford.

The challenges of global warming and rising water
levels are the main fears that people are drawing,
which in some of the cases are so bad, that we need
to get into our big boat or rocket and depart Earth
for another planet. There was a general sense of
passivity to how Brentford's future might be shaped
with only a few suggesting community solutions
such as local artisans and entrepreneurs and a place
‘where people stay all their lives to develop and
grow'. This call for human scale and community lead
development is a powerful one that should not be
forgotten when the public consultation appears.
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Emotion Mapping

This map is the result of workshop participants exploring Brentford with the
Bio Mapping device. The diagram indicates high physiological arousal as red
stars. Arousal is not positive or negative but an indicator of high bodily and
mental attention. Most of the time people walked through the built
environment with a kind of tunnel vision heading towards their goal, oblivious
to people or their surroundings. High arousal occurs when we shift focus
towards our surroundings. The triggers are sometimes negative events such
as dangerous road crossings but often tend to be positive events like surprise
meetings with people or unusual sights. In this sense, areas of high arousal

are places that are important to us and remain longest in our mind.

Human beings are great at noticing change and innovation and ignore the
familiar and ordinary. All the textual annotations on the map were made by
the participants themselves interpreting their own emotion walks. On the
Brentford map we can see a number of arousal clusters. The one around
Watermans is a result of it being the workshop location where people were
wired up with the unfamiliar device but also an indication of its importance
as a social space. Another general trend is that the Brentford High Street does
not register strongly, whilst the roads around the football club appear to be
the main local emotional spaces. Apart from these trends we see a huge

number of individual events causing people’s arousal.
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created from data, information and
conversations collected by roughly

200 local people. The participants used

a whole variety of creative ways to explore
and discuss Brentford. To see the full banner
go to the following website where you can
view and download the complete banner :
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Adjective Clouds

The clusters of blue to black words are
adjectives that project participants used
to describe Brentford. The size and colour

hiStOl‘iC traditional

Old roman dated industrialised victorian

developing promising ... fl‘iendlv dIVErse communal cold am aisies peenion

homely multi-racial warm-hearted

busy polluted noisy

of words indicates their frequency of use. up-and-coming  changing  transient flowing growing aristocratic  heartless  unfriendly  hling dusty grey smelly spacious littered untidy
The adjectives have then been collected -
together into clusters of similar words. heritage  industrial aspirational  high-potential aCCESSIhle neighhourly social happy helpful hospitable not-integrated dump dirty wet

community-orientated cheerful unpretentious welcoming mixed

convenient realistic central

illtEl‘EStillg varied surprising stimulating hidden neglected isolated heautiful peaceful picturesque
exciting intriguing fun cultural sporty musical green watery bucolic calm clean

dEtaChEd old-fashioned out-of-the-way forgotten lost near lllleal‘ ambiguous  worth-a-visit  still

. u
contraStEd lovful buzzing multifaceted recreational important fascinating under-appreciated  retail-unfriendly  passing-through  purposeless phOtOgEllIC delightful wonderful painterly  spring-like functional polite humble unflashy contented plain
creative active  brilliant fabulous entertaining eventful riparian educational enjoyahle stagnant undervalued unsung villagey external ignored pleasant attractive pretty aquatic hright romantic sunny honest meandering familiar municipal leisurely
artistic  pleasurable heterogeneous lively  pubtastic stuck daggy leafy free stoic plain slow
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